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Business Function

Most common ways companies are using Al
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Figure 1.8. Extreme wealth inequality is persistent and increasing

Extreme wealth inequality, 1995-2025
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Interpretation. The share of personal wealth held by the richest 0.001% of adults rose from around 3.8% of total
wealth in 1995 to nearly 6.1% in 2025. After a very slight increase, the share of wealth owned by the poorest half
of the population has stagnated since the early 2000s at around 2%. Net personal wealth is equal to the sum of
financial assets (e.g. equity or bonds) and non—financial assets (e.g. housing or land) owned by individuals, net of
their debts. Sources and series: Arias—Osorio et al. (2025) and wir2026.wid.world/methodology.
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